
                                       

Scotty’s LITTLE Soldiers 

Unit 21 Bergen Way 

King’s Lynn 

Norfolk 

PE30 2JG 

23rd May 2019 

 

Dear Councillors,   

 

Request for Parish Council support from Scotty’s Little Soldiers 

Background: 

Scotty’s Little Soldiers is a UK registered military charity (reg no. 1136854) and a member of 

the Confederation of British Service charities (COBSEO).  All our funding currently comes 

from public donations and charitable grants. 

The charity was established in 2010 by Nikki Scott, following the death of her husband 

Corporal Lee Scott in Afghanistan in 2009, with a singular purpose, supporting children and 

young people who lose a parent from The British Armed Forces.   

The long-term assistance the charity provides includes emotional support, such as access to 

professional bereavement counselling and respite breaks to help mental well-being, fun 

activities such as holiday breaks and group events to build confidence and reduce isolation 

and personal development assistance through educational grants, support with 

employment/training etc.  It also acts as a connector between children and families going 

through similar tragic challenges to help build friendship and support groups and as a long-

term link back to the British military family for many, assuring them they remain connected 

to something, large and special their lost parent belonged to and believed in. 

Scotty’s Little Soldiers now helps bereaved children and young people right across the UK 

and even overseas, who all have additional needs and challenges in their young lives, 

operating out of our sole base in Norfolk.  It is now the ‘go to’ charity for this focussed long-

term support and is featured in the ‘purple pack’ provided to families by the British Armed 

Forces in the aftermath of a death in service. 



In 2018, Scotty’s Little Soldiers was honoured to be one of seven military charities to be 

selected by HRH the Prince Harry and his fiancée Meghan to benefit from donations from 

their wedding. 

Current situation: 

Scotty’s Little Soldiers currently supports a staggering 375 children and young people who 

have lost a parent from the British military and 11 of these are being raised and supported 

right here in Norfolk.  Of the 190 respite and holiday breaks we have booked in so far in 

2019 a significant number are at our first lodge to open in Great Yarmouth.      

The charity has well-developed plans (including recruiting professional practitioners) to 

expand its current offer to provide even more emotional, educational and developmental 

support and extend its age range from 0-19 to 0-25 to replicate national best-practice in 

child and young person care, ensuring support remains as our beneficiaries negotiate the 

challenging path in to adulthood and independence.  However, the financial cost involved, 

due to the sheer number of children and young people needing our help, will constrain 

these plans if additional funding, over and above current levels is not forthcoming. 

Request for assistance:  

It is hoped that you concur, that in among all the worthy charity donation applications you 

receive, Scotty’s Little Soldiers is a credit to our county, performing a unique, focussed and 

vital long-term role directly supporting Norfolk and British children in need and honouring 

society’s commitment to their deceased parents, our protectors.  

 If this is the case, we ask that you favourably consider; 

 Forging stronger links with our local charity going forward to allow closer co-

operation 

 Providing a donation, however small, on behalf of your parish to help us give the 

best possible support we can  

We currently walk alongside these children and young people who have lost so much and 

stand ready to accept more if the worst possible tragedy befalls them. We sincerely hope 

that you can join us in this mission. 

 

Thank you 

 

Stuart Dark, 

 Grants and Trusts Manager, Scotty’s Little Soldiers         


