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Our ref:  Open Space SPD/consultation 
 
 
4 May 2018 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
Consultation on the draft Guidelines for Recreation  Provision in New Residential 
Developments Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) 
 
Following an earlier public consultation in summer 2017, the Council is re-consulting on the 
draft Guidelines for Recreation Provision in New Residential Developments Supplementary 
Planning Document (SPD).  SPDs are non-statutory planning documents adopted by a Local 
Planning Authority following public consultation.  SPDs are intended to provide more detailed 
advice and guidance to assist with the interpretation and implementation of adopted Local 
Plan policy.  An SPD cannot set new policy.  
 
When adopted the SPD will replace the Council’s Recreational Open Space Requirements 
for Residential Areas’ Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG), which was originally 
published in 1994.  The SPD has been subject to further revision following comments 
received during the earlier round of public consultation.  The SPD has been updated to 
refresh the Council’s recommended standards, to refer to adopted Local Plan policy, to give 
guidance on recommended design standards and to reflect the Council’s current policy on 
adoption and maintenance as set out in its adopted Community Assets Strategy.  The SPD 
clearly sets out the Council’s preferred hierarchy for the adoption and ongoing maintenance 
of recreational open space.  The Council considers that Parish and Town Councils have an 
opportunity to help deliver successful open spaces and areas of recreation for the benefit of 
their communities.  More detailed guidance specifically for the benefit of those Parish and 
Town Councils who are considering the adoption and maintenance of recreational open 
space have been included in Appendix 4.   
 
The revised draft SPD will be subject to public consultation for a four-week period from 
Friday 4 th May to 5pm on Tuesday 5 th June 2018 .  Comments are invited on any aspect of 
the SPD but please make it clear as to which section/paragraph number(s) the comments 
relate. 
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Full details of the draft SPD will be available on the Council’s website at https://www.south-
norfolk.gov.uk/residents/have-your-say/consultations from the start date of the consultation.  
A hard copy of the draft SPD will also be available to view at the Council offices in Long 
Stratton.   
 
The Council’s preferred method for receiving comments is via email to LP@s-norfolk.gov.uk.  
Comments can also be sent by post to: Interim Joint Spatial Planning Manager, South 
Norfolk Council, South Norfolk House, Cygnet Court, Long Stratton, Norfolk, NR15 2XE. 
 
After the close of the consultation period, the Council will consider the representations made, 
make any appropriate adjustments, and then formally adopt the revised SPD following the 
Council’s standard procedures.  Results of the public consultation, including a summary of 
the comments received and the Council’s response, will be made available to review as part 
of the ongoing adoption process. 
 
As a result of the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, any comments that 
you make will be placed on a file that will be open to public inspection.  Please note: your 
comments will be seen on our website, along with yo ur name.  We will redact 
signatures and contact details such as phone number , email address etc as set out in 
our “Planning Standards” and “Privacy Policy” which  can be seen on the Council’s 
website.  A summary of the response you make to the consultation will be published 
alongside your name within the public participation/ responses summary table.  This 
information will be retained as part of the evidence base supporting the adoption of the SPD.  
Under data protection legislation you may have the right to request access to, rectification, 
restriction, or objection to the processing of your personal data, as detailed on our Data 
Protection Policy. You can contact our Data Protection Officer at e)  right2know@s-
norfolk.gov.ukor t) 01508 533943. You also have the right to lodge a complaint with the 
regulator, the Information Commissioner’s Office. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
John Walchester  
Interim Joint Spatial Planning Manager  
 


