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Newton Flotman Parish Council Meeting 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 26 November 2019, 7.30pm 
 

Present David Gibbs (Chairman) Julie King (Clerk) 
 Bob McKelvey  
  David Segens 
 Jeffrey Billings  
     
 
Members of the public: William Ball – Chairman Village Centre Committee, Cheryl 
Lawn, Colin Foulger – County Councillor and Florence Ellis – District Councillor.  
 
Prior to the meeting David Gibbs paid tribute to Jean Wilson, long serving councillor, 
who had died the previous week, he also said that the council’s thoughts were with 
Bob Kelf whose wife had died earlier in the week. Those present observed a 
moment’s silence.  
 
1. Apologies for Absence 

It was agreed to accept apologies from Paul Weeks – unwell and Bob Kelf – 
family commitments. 
 

2. Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda and Dispensations 
None. 
 

3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 24 September 2019 
These were agreed as a true record of proceedings with no amendments. 
 

4. Public Participation 
William Ball and Cheryl Lawn spoke of a possible dog run on the Playing Field. 
Since the fencing around the children’s play area had been removed, Cheryl had 
become aware of the need for an area that dogs could run free. She had 
collected 160 signatures from those in favour and had visited other villages with 
dog runs. It was proposed that the run be erected on the area to the right of the 
drive and that the necessary fencing would be paid for from donations. The 
Village Centre Committee were largely in favour.  
 
Before this was taken forward, it was being suggested that a consultation form 
be delivered with Partnership giving the village as a whole the opportunity to 
comment. The Parish Council were being asked for their opinion prior to the 
forms going out.   
 
Discussion took place regarding signage for the run, an additional dog bin, the 
type of fencing that could be used and whether outside of the run it would be a 
requirement for dogs to be on a lead.   
 
Councillors felt that before the opinion of the village was sought, a fully costed 
proposal should be drawn up.  
 
William and Cheryl agreed to revise the consultation document including a plan 
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and costings and to bring it back to the Parish Council at the end of January.   
 
Colin Foulger said he had nothing to report due to purdah restrictions. 
 
Florence Ellis said that she would be using her members fund to assist the 
playgroup with new equipment and that the Ben Burgess application would be 
going to committee.  
 
William Ball said that he had applied for some litter pick equipment from South 
Norfolk Council which would be held at the Village Centre. David Gibbs thanked 
William Ball for the work he had done organising litter pick events over a number 
of years.   
 

5. Correspondence 
The correspondence would be circulated.  
 

6. Councillor Updates 
None. 
 

7. Matters Arising 

None. 

 

8. Regular Items 
a. SAM 2 Device 

The device had been in three locations on Flordon Road, the results were on 
the Council’s website - https://www.newtonflotmanpc.co.uk/speeding-data. It was 
currently on loan to Swainsthorpe Parish Council. 
 

b. Highway Issues 
It was noted that the bump in the footpath between School Road and The 
Crescent was still being chased with Saffron.  
 
The Clerk had contacted the bus companies about a service to the top of the 
village. Konectbus had responded saying that they would look into the 
possibility, a response from the other two (First and Simmons) was awaited.  
 

c. Newton Flotman Village Centre and Alan King Playing Field.  

There was a discussion regarding the role of the Parish Council as 

Custodian Trustee and the Village Centre Committee as Management 

Trustees. The Clerk would circulate the Village Centre Trust Deed. 

 

d. Church Activities  
Nothing to report.    
 

9. Matters Arising 
a. Flordon Road/A140 Junction Improvements 

Councillors had met with Phill Reilly, Project Engineer and Kevin Towly 
Programming and Funding Manager from Highways to discuss possible 
junction improvements.  

https://www.newtonflotmanpc.co.uk/speeding-data
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Councillors considered the dangers of the collective junctions and the 
possibility of moving the bus stop and/or introducing double yellow lines. 
 
Councillors were not convinced that any of the solutions presented by 
Highways solved the problem of safety.  
 
Consideration was given to the proposal of a roundabout, councillors were 
not in favour of this option. 
 
It was agreed to ask Highways to implement the following:  
- double yellow lines on both sides of Flordon Road from Short Street 
 to the A140 
- stop sign at end of Short Street 
- move the 30 mph restriction from outside Lime Bank to the Flordon 
 Road/A140 junction.  
 

b. Yellow Lines – Flordon Road/St Mary’s Close Junction 
It was noted that these had been completed.  
 

c. Flordon Road Pedestrian Signs  
The signs were yet to be moved, Highways were aware.  
 

d. Land East of the A140 
Nothing further to report.   
 

e. Affordable Housing Project 
Nothing further to report.  
 

f. Community Emergency Plan 
The plan had been updated and would be circulated to South Norfolk 
Council, Norfolk County Council, Phil Sharpe (Emergency Community 
Coordinator), Parish Clerk, Parish Council Chairman and Parish Council 
Vice-chairman.   
 

g. Access to and Working Group for Smockmill Common 
Helen Sibley, Community Assets Delivery Officer, South Norfolk Council had 
provided the Land Registry title documents for each plot of land in the area, 
the Clerk would make contact with the owners in question. 
 

h. Village Centre Ditches 
The Clerk had met with an officer from South Norfolk Council who had 
suggested that a contractor with a mini-digger would be required. In addition 
a member of the football club had asked if they could tender, suggesting that 
they may be able to assist, a meeting was yet to be arranged.   
 

i. 75th Anniversary of VE Day – 8-10 May 2020 
Consideration was given to an event in the village, it was agreed to put a 
note in Partnership asking for volunteers to come forward.  
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j. Parish Partnership Scheme 2019/20 
It was decided not to make an application this year. 
 
It was noted that the public right of way from Newton Greenways towards 
Mulbarton was not very well signposted and it was asked if funding could be 
applied for in future towards a new sign.  
 

k. Tree Warden 
It was noted that Heidi Wheeler had decided that she was unable to continue 
as Tree Warden. It was agreed to send a letter of thanks to Heidi and 
advertise the position in the next Partnership newsletter.   
 

10. New Items 
a. St Mary’s Newton Flotman PCC Donation Request 

The PCC were seeking financial assistance towards the maintenance of the 
churchyard. It was noted that the total cost for the year, including some tree 
work and hedge cutting was £2,320 and the amount that the Parish Council 
had budgeted was £1,300. It was agreed to donate £1,300.  
 

b. Carols on the King’s Green 
It was noted that ‘Carols on the Green’ would be held on 23 December. 
 

c. Signing Authority for the Council’s Bank Accounts 
It was noted that Jean Wilson had been a bank signatory. It was agreed to 
retain David Gibbs and Bob McKelvey as signatories and to add David 
Segens.  
 

11. Periodic Items 
a. Asset Register 

This was reviewed, no changes were made.  
 

b. Meeting Dates for 2020 
It was agreed that the Parish Council would continue to meet bi-monthly on 
the last Tuesday of odd months, with the exception of July when the meeting 
would be held on 21 July. The Annual Parish Meeting would be held on 
Tuesday 28 April and there would be an additional meeting to agree the 
budget and set the precept on Tuesday 14 January. 
 

12. Consultations 

a. Boundary Commission’s Review of Divisional Boundaries for Norfolk County 

Council  

This was noted, it was agreed not to make comment. 

 

b. Norfolk Fire and Rescue Service’s Draft Integrated Risk Management Plan 

This was noted, it was agreed not to make comment. 

 

c. Long Stratton Neighbourhood Plan’s Consultation 

This was noted, it was agreed not to make comment. 
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13. Finance 

a. Half Year Accounts 
The accounts had been circulated and were agreed.  
 

b. Requests for Donations 

None. 

 

c. Receipts and Payments since the last meeting 
The following receipts since the last meeting were noted:  
South Norfolk Council Precept £6,108.49 
Allotment holders Allotment rent and subscription £396.00 
 
The following payments since the last meeting were noted:  
Anglian Water Allotment Water £12.00 
Anglian Water  Allotment Water £12.00 
 

d. Invoices for Payment 

The following were approved and paid:  

J King Salary & expenses for Oct & Nov £466.39 

Norfolk Pension Fund Pension contribution £125.12 

HM Revenue & Customs Tax £4.80 

The CGM Group (East Anglia) Ltd Grounds maintenance £577.80 

Norfolk Parish Training & Support Training £82.40 

SLCC Enterprises Ltd Regional conference £63.00 

P Moyes Bus shelter cleaning for Oct & Nov £50.00 

Newton Flotman PCC Donation £1,300.00 

 

14. Budgeting and Precept 
a. Draft Budget and Precept 

A draft budget had been circulated. The budget and resulting precept would 
be agreed at an extra meeting of the Parish Council to be held on Tuesday 
14 January at 7.30pm. 
 
It was noted that provision for the clearing of the ditch and culvert at the 
playing field would need to be included in the budget. 
 
It was agreed to retain the grass maintenance contract with CGM for 
the following year (subject to quote, to be obtained). 
 

15. Planning 
a. Long Stratton Applications 2018/0111 & 2018/0112 

It was noted that £500,000 had been secured from Central Government for a 
feasibility study for the by-pass.  
 

b. Swainsthorpe – Ben Burgess Application 2018/2631 

Florence Ellis had updated councillors earlier in the meeting.   

 

c. Review of Planning Meeting Decisions 
Those applications, along with the recommendations made at planning 
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meeting/s were noted:  
None. 
 

d. Planning Decisions taken by South Norfolk Council 
None. 
 

e. Planning Appeals and Enforcements 
None. 
 

16. Items for Next Agenda 
None.  
 

17. Date of Next Meeting 
Tuesday 14 January 2020, 7.30pm budget meeting.  
 
Tuesday 28 January 2020, 7.30pm 
 

 
 
The meeting closed at 9.20pm. 

 
 
 


